
Judicial factories:  costs and benefits of modernising the current law
1
What are the average costs (for example, costs of having a petition drafted and presented to court) of being appointed, both as interim and as permanent judicial factor? 
2
What are the average costs (in terms of premium) of obtaining a bond of caution as a judicial factor and what is the average time taken for the insurer to issue it after it has been applied for?

3
What are your average costs in complying with the current accounting requirements for accounts of charge and discharge for judicial factories?

4
Are there any other costs which are incidental to the carrying out of your duties as judicial factor?  If so, to what do they relate and what is the average figure?  

5
As a judicial factor, have you had to petition for special powers?  If so, what was the underlying reason for such a petition and what were the related costs?

6
What are the average costs of bringing a judicial factory to an end and obtaining your discharge (both by petition and by administrative discharge)?

7
Would an extended use of administrative discharge be likely to result in a saving in costs?

8
What are the likely costs and benefits of implementing the recommendations set out in the attached draft Judicial Factors (Scotland) Bill?  In particular, do you have any views on the following:
· Would there be any increase or decrease in the use of judicial factories?

· Would there be any increase or decrease in the duration of judicial factories?
· What are the benefits and drawbacks of the recommendations for judicial factors?

· What are the benefits and drawbacks of the recommendations for those over whose property a judicial factor has been appointed?

· Would the recommendations be likely to result in any increase or decrease in the overall costs of judicial factories and, if so, in what areas would increased costs or savings be likely?

· What would be the costs (if any) of implementing the recommendations?

9
Please add any further information which you consider to be of relevance to assessing the impact of reforming the law of judicial factors in the way set out in the attached draft Bill.

