
 

        
               

 
 
 

 

       

     

      

 
 

    
     

 
 

        
            

         
 

    
 

            
           

         
             

         
    

 
      

          
   

 
      

       
 

 
          

       
        

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ISSUED ON BEHALF OF THE SCOTTISH LAW COMMISSION 

NOT FOR PUBLICATION OR BROADCAST 

BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAY 6 FEBRUARY 2015 

******* 

SCOTTISH LAW COMMISSION LAUNCHES
 
NINTH PROGRAMME OF LAW REFORM
 

The Scottish Law Commission has today published its Ninth Programme of Law Reform. The 
Programme will form the basis for most of the Commission’s work over the next three years. The 
Programme has been approved by Scottish Ministers and laid before the Scottish Parliament. 

Lord Pentland, the Commission’s Chairman, said: 

“2015 is the 50th anniversary of the Scottish Law Commission. It gives me great pleasure in 
our golden anniversary year to present our Ninth Programme of Law Reform. We propose 
to undertake new projects, including a review to ensure that the law of defamation in 
Scotland is fit for the internet age. Freedom of speech and the right to privacy are 
fundamental values in our society; the law of defamation has a central part to play in 
safeguarding both these rights.”. 

The Programme was prepared following consultation with a wide range of stakeholders across 
Scottish civil society. Other new projects will cover proprietary aspects of leases and aspects of the 
law of prescription. 

The Ninth Programme also incorporates ongoing work from the Commission’s previous Programme, 
namely projects on moveable transactions, contract law, compulsory purchase law and procedure, 
and heritable securities. 

In addition to Programme work, the Commission carries out joint law reform work with other law 
reform bodies such as the Law Commission for England and Wales, and deals with issues referred 
to it by Scottish Ministers and Government departments. Current joint law reform projects include 
projects on insurance law and electoral law. 

Chairman: The Hon Lord Pentland Chief Executive: Malcolm McMillan 
140 Causewayside Edinburgh EH9 1PR Tel: 0131 668 2131 Web: www.scotlawcom.gov.uk Email: info@scotlawcom.gsi.gov.uk 
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NOTES TO EDITORS 

1. The Scottish Law Commission was set up in 1965 to promote the reform of the law of 
Scotland. The Chairman is the Hon Lord Pentland, a Court of Session judge. The other 
Commissioners are Caroline Drummond, David Johnston QC, Professor Hector L MacQueen, and 
Dr Andrew J M Steven. The Chief Executive is Malcolm McMillan. 

2. Further information can be obtained by contacting Malcolm McMillan, Scottish Law 
Commission, 140 Causewayside, Edinburgh EH9 1PR (Tel: 0131 668 2131, Fax: 0131 662 4900, 
email: info@scotlawcom.gsi.gov.uk). 

3. The paper may also be viewed on our website at http://www.scotlawcom.gov.uk/ or 
purchased from TSO (http://www.tsoshop.co.uk/). 
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