
 

Chairman: The Hon Lord Pentland   Chief Executive: Malcolm McMillan 
140 Causewayside  Edinburgh EH9 1PR   Tel: 0131 668 2131   Web: www.scotlawcom.gov.uk   Email: info@scotlawcom.gsi.gov.uk 

 
 
 

 

ISSUED ON BEHALF OF THE SCOTTISH LAW COMMISSION 

NOT FOR PUBLICATION OR BROADCAST  

BEFORE 0001 HOURS ON THURSDAY 22 FEBRUARY 2018 

************ 
 

SCOTTISH LAW COMMISSION LAUNCHES 
TENTH PROGRAMME OF LAW REFORM 

 

The Scottish Law Commission has today published its Tenth Programme of Law Reform. The 
Programme will form the basis for most of the Commission’s work over the next five years. The 
Programme has been approved by Scottish Ministers and laid before the Scottish Parliament. 
 
Lord Pentland, the Commission’s Chairman, said: 
 

“I am very pleased to introduce the Scottish Law Commission’s Tenth Programme of Law 
Reform.  We propose to embark on new projects on the law of homicide, on certain aspects 
of family law, on the law affecting surrogacy and on some topics relating to damages for 
personal injury.  We look forward to beginning work on these new topics and on our new 
joint project with the Law Commission for England and Wales on automated vehicles.  I 
believe that the Programme constitutes a forward-looking and socially relevant body of 
work.” 

The Programme was prepared following consultation with a wide range of stakeholders across 
Scottish civic society. 
 
The Tenth Programme also incorporates ongoing work from the Commission’s previous 
Programme, namely projects on contract law, heritable securities, and aspects of the law of leases. 
 
In addition to Programme work, the Commission carries out joint law reform work with other law 
reform bodies such as the Law Commission for England and Wales.  Joint law reform work with the 
Law Commission for England and Wales includes a project on insurance; a new joint project on the 
law of automated vehicles; and the Programme item on the law affecting surrogacy will be carried 
out as a joint project. 
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NOTES TO EDITORS 
 
1. The Scottish Law Commission was set up in 1965 to promote the reform of the law of 
Scotland.  The Chairman is the Hon Lord Pentland, a Court of Session judge.  The other 
Commissioners are Caroline S Drummond, David E L Johnston QC, Professor Hector L MacQueen, 
and Dr Andrew J M Steven.  The Chief Executive is Malcolm McMillan. 
 
2. Further information can be obtained by contacting Malcolm McMillan, Scottish Law 
Commission, 140 Causewayside, Edinburgh EH9 1PR (Tel: 0131 668 2131, email: 
info@scotlawcom.gsi.gov.uk). 
 
3. The paper will be available on our website at https://www.scotlawcom.gov.uk as early as 
possible on 22 February 2018. 
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